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Thabang’s marimba band so 
impressed a local music 
teacher while performing at 
the NG Kerk’s Voetspoor 
Fees on 24 September that it 
was decided to make a prop-
er recording and use it for 
promotional purposes. 
Thanks for the appreciation 
and good input! 

Marimba Magic 

Global Giving is an international 
online platform for charities to 
reach out for contributions in 
small amounts, even for as little 
as $10 or someone’s lunch 
money. As an entry challenge 
Thabang needed to raise the 
equivalent of $5000 
(approximately R65 000) within 
15 days ending on September 
15th. Well, we reached our tar-
get, thanks to all who donated, 
which enabled us to become 
permanent members of the 
platform! 
 
The next challenge, ending in 
December, is to encourage 
people to become recurring or 
regular donors. For anyone 
who commits to donating a 
fixed amount on a regular ba-
sis, an anonymous donor from 
the United States will match the 
donation. 
 

Thanks to all for your con-
tributions! Please continue 
contributing on the Global 
Giving platform or directly 
into Thabang’s bank ac-
count (details elsewhere 
on the news letter). 
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It is with great sadness that we 
learnt of the death of six-year 
old Alex, previously one of the 
centre’s charges and more re-
cently, one of the boys who 
attended the Drop-in-Centre in 
Smash Block. He was 
killed during a freak 
accident whilst playing 
on old and heavy soc-
cer posts when it col-
lapsed on him. He was 
a happy boy and a 
regular visitor at the 

home of Glory Vilakazi, Tha-
bang’s manager in Smash 
Block. He will be remembered 
by many at Thabang who 
knew and loved him. 

Mandela Day brought visitors and donations to 
Thabang’s Drop-in-Centre in Smash Block. 
Staff from the Khanimamba/ Lesogo Pharma-
cy in Northam donated cleaning materials, toi-
letries and groceries and interacted with the 
children. The event was also attended by ward 
councillor Stephen Lerumo. Poems and danc-
es were performed by the children and they 
enjoyed a special meal. 
 
A team from Eskom visited the girls’ centre on 
17 July for Mandela Day and helped clean the 
grounds from undergrowth, tall grass and inva-
sive plants. 

Altogether 35 people have been putting 
foot to pedal to form part of Thabang’s 
team participating in the 947 Momentum 
Cycle Challenge in Johannesburg on  
15 November this year. Six of them are 
from Thabazimbi.  
From Thabang, Cecil and Tessa White, 
their son, Dominic, and Admire Kamonere 
are joined by two locals, Jan Davel and 
Wilma Pienaar, to cycle the 94,7km. Chari-
ties entering a team of at least 20 cyclists 
can use the race as a platform for raising 
funds. 
 Thabang needs to gather funds for the 
children’s school uniform for next year. Any 
amount can be pledged per person/per kil-
ometre or for the entire team. For more in-
formation check out www.thabang.org/
events or send an email 
to admin@thabang.org or phone Tessa 
White at 083 296 6940. 

Cycling for Thabang 

Goodbye Alex 

Mandela Day 
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Heritage Day is a public holiday and offi-
cially celebrated in South Africa on  
24 September, to celebrate and embrace 
our cultural diversity. At Thabang celebra-
tions were combined with our annual Fami-
ly Day during which 
 family members visit the children and the 
centre. Celebrations were also attended by 
18 children from the Drop-in-Centre in 
Smash Block. Altogether 105 people at-

tended. 
 
Different stakeholders and children spoke on chil-
dren’s rights and responsibilities, children’s safety 
and parental skills. The children all got dressed up 
in beautiful and colourful African prints. During this 
fun day they danced, sang, played marimba and 
enjoyed a hearty meal with their family members.  

The teenagers of Thabang went to Modimolle in July to meet the Deputy Minister from the Presiden-
cy, along with other Child and Youth Care Centre youngsters from the district. Five of them also went 
with the Department of Social Development to Polokwane in September to participate in the qualifying 
rounds of the Children’s Parliament debate. Unfortunately none of the Thabang children were select-
ed to go through to the next round in Bloemfontein.  

Thabang’s AGM (Annual General Meeting) was held on 26 August, the first to be presented by the 
newly appointed Thabang Management Board. A process has been embarked upon to put the correct 
legal structures in place for Thabang to be governed correctly as a non-profit company, separate from 
the Trust it was operating under. This complies with government and legal requirements in a manner 
acceptable to donors and stakeholders. There was an official handover from the Trust Board chair-
person, Gerrie Raubenheimer to Management Board chairperson, Harold Braack.  

Heritage Day and family Day jointly celebrated 

Meeting people in high places 
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Christmas donations 

We have just entered our fourth term which leads up to Christmas and the summer holi-
days. Having specially selected new clothes for the Christmas and New Year parties, helps 
make the children feel confident to join in the festive celebrations. 
Thabang endeavours to raise enough money to allow each child the opportunity to specially se-
lect clothes and shoes of their choice for when they go to relatives or guardians during the holi-
days. 
We still need to raise R20 000 to be able to “spoil” these special children who do not have any-
body else out there to support them. Please support by donating any amount into Thabang’s 
bank account. Details are on this news letter. Please indicate the purpose of the donation by 
using “Christmas clothes” as reference.   
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Skills Development 

They’re never too young to learn! One of Thabang’s 
youngsters seems to have a knack for secretarial work… 
or maybe phone sales? 

The Thabang Children’s Project Heavily 

depends on donations to be able to pro-

vide for all the programmes—be they edu-

cational, therapeutic, creational, recrea-

tional, spiritual—for the children. 

Bank: ABSA Bank Thabazimbi 

Account Name: Thabang Children’s Home 

Trust 

Account number: 4060 811 380 Branch 

code: 334 346 

Donations to the Thabang Children’s 

Home Trust are tax deductible  
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